
 

The Lorain Way:  
Excellent Lesson Planning  

Guidance and Reflection Tool 

 
The following is a planning and reflection tool designed to address critical components of a lesson plan.  

 

1. What will students be able to do by the end of the lesson? 

An objective should be: 

o Manageable – able to be taught and mastered in a lesson.  

o Measurable – able to be measured within the class period 

o Made first – made before learning activities are chosen, not to justify an activity 

o Most important – the most important objective that can be taught at the time puts students on a path 

to college. 

Objectives should be aligned with state standards and grounded in the curriculum when provided. Objectives 

can include both skill and content standards for mastery and are non-exclusive; good teaching will cover 

supporting objectives that are not the primary focus of the lesson, but rather a prerequisite for mastering the 

daily objective. Objectives are also most impactful when students know what they are being asked to do or 

learn. How will you communicate or display your objective(s) for students? 

2. How will you assess student mastery? 

What check for understandings, exit tickets, formal and informal assessments will be used to measure student 

performance? How will you collect information throughout the lesson to allow for mid-course corrections? 

3. What will you do to get students there? 

Given the limited time a teacher has for each objective, what are the activities, strategies, and methods that will 

be used to bring students to a level of mastery? How much time will you take on each element, how will your 

lesson flow from one element to another? How will you scaffold learning and the rigor of questioning (DOK or 

depth of knowledge) to build student understanding throughout the lesson? 

4. What will you do for the students who struggle with mastery, who may need remediation? 

How will you use small group instruction, whole group instruction, centers, etc. to remediate as necessary to 

ensure all students are achieving mastery on the objective? What additional resources or planning is required 

for students with special needs (gifted, ESOL, SPED, etc.)? 

5. What will students do for homework? 

What are the opportunities for learning outside the school day that would impact students most? Is your 

homework designed to pre-teach, to extend learning or to practice skills? Is your homework able to be 

accomplished with minimal support for all students? Would it be clear to parents/other adults how to support 

students in completing the homework? 

6. What can be done better? 

What is your reflection of the day or the lesson? How can you take your (teacher) learning from today and make 

subsequent lessons better? 

  



Elements of an Excellent Lesson Plan 

 

1. Aligned Lesson Objective 

a. The lesson objective clearly indicates what students will be able to do by the end of the lesson. 

b. The lesson objective is manageable; it is able to be taught and mastered in a lesson.  

c. The lesson objective is measurable; it is able to be measured within the class period.  

d. The lesson objective is made first; it is made before learning activities are chosen, not to justify an activity. 

e. The lesson objective is aligned with state standards and grounded in the curriculum when provided. 

f. The lesson objective Includes both skill and content standards for mastery, when appropriate. 

2. Checks for Understanding  

g. Checks for understanding are included at regular intervals when needed and are identified 

h. Checks for understanding lend themselves to making mid-course corrections during instruction. 

i. Exit Tickets or other end-of-lesson data is collected to effectively assess student mastery 

3. Instructional Model 

j. The “I do, we do, you do” gradual release or similar model of instruction (5E model in science, etc.) is 

present and complete. 

k. Transitions are present and clear between instructional elements. 

l. Lesson pacing is addressed within the lesson plan using time stamps or similar notation.  

m. Questions are scripted within the lesson, as well as appropriate or anticipated responses; questions are 

scaffolded to represent multiple levels of DOK (depth of knowledge). 

4. Remediation, Extension, and Small Groups 

n. Small group instruction and/or learning centers are planned for and include specific students. 

o. Additional resources or planning for students with special needs (gifted, ESOL, SPED) is included. 

5. Homework and Authentic Practice 

p. Homework and/or extension activities are specifically planned and are listed daily. 

q. Homework indicates if it is designed to pre-teach, extend learning or to practice skills. 

r. Homework is able to be accomplished at home; required resources or materials are provided.  

6. Reflection 

s. A space for reflection is present and completed by the teacher 

 


